


The Theory of Flight, Johan Thom, 2006

Medium: Single channel video projection on layered glass plates,
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Dimensions: 1.. q1.. q 03.\F

Photographic credit: Miguel A. Quintas

‘The Theory of Flight’ (2006) is wry commentary on the
failures and successes of humanities search for mental
and spiritual enlightenment. A 9 minute video loop of
the artist sitting and meditating in a pose reminiscent
of Buddha is projected onto the physical installation
(comprising a massive heap of soil out of which 4 large
glass plates protrude). To the viewer it seems as if they
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above a small mountain of soil.

The work immediately reminds one of the everyday
sight of live chickens and ducks being carried around by
their feet by hawkers, selling them to the general public
in Dhaka, Bangladesh (where the work was produced).
In the video Thom’s arms are progressively weighed
down with the carcasses of recently slaughtered
chickens and ducks until he can no longer bear the
added weight and in a desperate attempt to maintain his
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Perhaps it is a reminder of the transfer of energy from
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from one entity it feeds into, nourishes and strengthens
another. However, as the pile of soil (a dug up grave)
reminds us, this process is a universal constant,
affecting all living things including us.

For more information on Johan Thom please visit:
http://www.art.co.za/johanthom
http://www.youtube.com/thomjohan
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